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MID CENTURY TEST 

What year was the first commercial 

Geodesic Dome built in Pierce Co.? 

What year was T-1-11 introduced  

to the American consumer market? 

1978 

1954 



STYLE VS. TYPE 

TYPE: is defined by a seemingly simple architectural formula:  

Plan + Height 

STYLE: is decoration or ornamentation that has been put on a 

building in a systematic pattern or arrangement.  But it also 

includes proportion, scale, massing, symmetry or asymmetry, 

and the relationship among parts such as solids and voids or 

height, depth and width. 
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TERMINOLOGY 

McAlester Guide – Bi-Level Split Period Cat.– High Ranch 

Virginia SHPO – Split Foyer 

City of Pueblo, CO – Bi-Level/Raised Ranch 

Higgins, Indiana – 

Bi-Level 

Washington 

State – 

Split Entry 



INTERNATIONAL 
1935-1965 

Flat roofs with 

little to no coping 

Windows with 

horizontal muntin 

bars 

Horizontal bands of windows in metal frames 

often wrapping around side elevation Asymmetrical 

elevations 

Little to no ornamentation 

Smooth 

exterior 

surfaces of 

poured 

concrete, 

tile, stucco 

or plywood 

GA Building Olympia, 1956  

Window and door 

openings are 

typically flush 

with wall surface 

Emphasis on 

volume, rather 

than mass 

Usually 

painted a 

single color, 

representin

g purity and 

clean 

aesthetics 



House at Weissenhof  Le Corbusier, Stuttgart, 

Germany, 1927 

Bauhaus  Walter Gropius, Dessau, 

Germany, 1919-25 

Villa Savoye Le Corbusier 

Poissy, France, 1928-30 

Lovell Health House  Richard 

Neutra, Los Angeles, CA, 1927-29 

INTERNATIONAL 
History 

http://www.arcspace.com/calif/photo/graph/lovh.jpg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=4sCeGPXOWxHTBM&tbnid=ckilPLt1RhsrGM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F354447433142648889%2F&ei=ratZU7CHKKuQyQGFsoGwAg&bvm=bv.65397613,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHpadN7mMrKaPLAECa0qsSIiBpTig&ust=1398471965014291


Lester Kamlin House Spokane 1940 

Better 

Housing 

Committee 

Model Home 

Spokane 

1940 

INTERNATIONAL 
Model Homes 

Kenneth King House Seattle 1948 



INTERNATIONAL 
Residential Examples 

Hiser & Laura Hansen House 

Aberdeen, 1939 

Dr. Louis Caplan House Seattle, 1941 James & Vena Bryan House  Bremerton, 1941 

House  Seattle, c.1941 



INTERNATIONAL 
Residential Examples 

Apartment  Spokane, c.1939 

Barrett House Seattle, 1937 House  Pullman, c.1941 

House  Spokane, c1939 



INTERNATIONAL 
Small Scale Commercial Examples 

Pacific Electric Co. Bldg Vancouver, c.1947 

Bldg Bremerton, c.1955 

Bldg Bellingham, c.1956 

Gateway Building  Vancouver, 1950 

Police Station Port Angeles, 1957 



INTERNATIONAL 
Small Scale Commercial Examples 

Oversby Block  Longview, 1947 

Rex Land Co. Bldg Seattle, 1946 

Talcott Jewelry Store  Olympia, 1950 

J.C. Penny Store  Shelton, 1959 

Jones Building Walla Walla, 1955 



First Baptist Church 

Longview, 1953 

McAllister Hall – WSU Pullman, 1956 

Clarkston-Lewiston Bridge Clarkston, 1939 Ross Dam Powerhouse Diablo, 1952 

INTERNATIONAL 
Other Examples 



INTERNATIONAL 
Large Scale Examples 

High School Auburn, 1950 

General Administration Building Olympia, 1956 

Capitol Center Apartments  Olympia, 1951 

Harborview 

Hospital 

Addition Seattle, 

1954 



WWII ERA COTTAGE 
1935-1950 

Many have octagonal 

window near front door 

Windows with 

horizontal muntin 

bars 

Medium sloped hip roof 

Overall shape is 

square or 

rectangular with 

shallow room 

projections 

Windows placed at the corner and warp 

around two elevations 

Minimal to 

zero 

overhanging 

eaves with 

boxed soffits 

and wide 

frieze boards 

House Seattle, 1941  

Clad in brick,  

clapboard, 

asbestos, 

combed shingles 

or stucco 



Seattle Times, October 1, 1940 

Spokane Daily Chronicle, 

March 23, 1937 

Universal Book of 

Small Homes, 1941 

WWII ERA COTTAGE 
History 

Seattle Times, 1938 

Small 

Homes 

Architectural 

Plan 

Service, 

1937 

Weyerhaeuser 4-Square, 1947 



House  Spokane, c.1946 

House Auburn, c.1947 House  Bremerton, c.1943 

Mary Mason House  Aberdeen, 1945 

WWII ERA COTTAGE 
Residential Examples 



House  Bellingham, c.1946 

WWII ERA COTTAGE 
Residential Examples 

House  Mount Vernon, c.1949 

House  Spokane, c.1949 House  Longview, c.1945 



House  Seattle , c. 1944 

House Seattle, c. 1946 House  Monroe , c.1947 

House  Vancouver , 1946 

WWII ERA COTTAGE 
Residential Examples 



MINIMAL TRADITIONAL 
1935-1955 

Many have octagonal 

window near front door 

Windows with 

horizontal muntin 

bars 

Low to medium roof pitch 

Minimal eave and 

rake overhang, 

cut close to  

the façade with 

simple cornice 

returns 

Rectanglar or L-Shaped floor plan 

Typical 

detached 

garage 

House Seattle, 1941  

Small covered 

entry stoop 

Clad in 

asbestos 

shingles, 

clapboard, 

combed 

shingles, 

and/or brick 
Commonly have 

contrasting siding 

in gable ends. 



Seattle Times, January 1, 1937 

MINIMAL TRADITIONAL 
History 

Longview, 1941 

House  Olympia, 1949 

Vancouver,  1945 



House  Seattle, c1949 

MINIMAL TRADITIONAL 
Residential Examples 

House  Olympia, 1949 

House  Seattle, c1947 

House  Renton, c1940 



House  Vancouver, c1949 

MINIMAL TRADITIONAL 
Residential Examples 

House  Enumclaw, c.1946 

House  Ellensburg, c1955 

House  Spokane, c1954 



House  Vancouver, 1954 

MINIMAL TRADITIONAL 
Residential Examples 

House  Seattle, c.1953 

House  Tacoma, c1939 

House  Mount Vernon, c1940 



QUONSET HUT 
1941-1960 

Usually made of structural steel ribs 
Round/arched roof which 

touches the ground 

Exterior 

sheathed in 

various 

materials 

depending on 

manufacturer/ 

sub-type 

Round form 

sometime 

hidden by 

false front 

facade 

Rectangular 

plan resting 

on concrete 

foundation 

Little to no 

side windows 

Shop  Moses Lake, c.1960  

Typically built 

in 10’ to 12’ 

increments 

Main entry typically found on short/arched end 



QUONSET HUT 
History 

Daily Olympian1947 

Spokesman Review 

1948 

Quonset Village: Whidbey Island Naval Station1952 



Pacific Hut  Seattle 

QUONSET HUT 
Models 

Stran Steel Hut Olympia 

Quonset Hut T-Rib, Quonset 

Hut Redesign, Pacific Hut, 

Emkay Hut, Armco Hut, 

Jamesway Hut, Srtan-Steel 

Hut, Portaseal Hut, Butler Hut, 

Corwin Hut 

 



QUONSET HUT 
History 

Poier Motors Chevrolet 

Dealership 

Snohomish, 1948 



VFW Hall  McCleary, c.1955  

Building  Mount Vernon, c.1955  

Mess Hall: VA Hospital  Lakewood, c.1945  

Building Seattle, c.1965 

QUONSET HUT 
Examples 



Building  Washougal, c.1955  

Building  Port Townsend, c.1955  

Building Prosser, c.1948  

Building Wenatchee, c.1960 

QUONSET HUT 
Examples 

Building Mount Vernon c.1956  

Building Ferndale, c.1950  



Aldrich Farm Walla Walla, c.1955  

Barn  Whitman Co., c.1960  

“Farm in a Day”  

Moses Lake 1952  

Schorzman Farm  Quincy, c.1957 

QUONSET HUT 
Agricultural Examples 



House Lacey, c.1952  

Seattle Times  July 6, 1949 

House  Tacoma, c.1958  

Seattle Times  March 6, 1949 

QUONSET HUT 
Residential Examples 



1950-1964 

Expressive roof forms (flat gable, 

upswept, butterfly, parabolic, 

boomerang, or folded 

Heavy use of 

inverted triangle 

Elaborate large pole or pylon 

signs with bold lettering on 

commercial properties  
Area for central 

chimney or 

skylight, and can 

hide mechanical 

equipment 

Overall 

freeform 

shape and 

plan with 

acute angles 

and 

asymmetrical 

facade 

Large plate 

glass 

windows 

Wagon Wheel Inn  Steptoe, c.1955  

Wide variety of 

cladding 

materials 

POPULUXE / GOOGIE 



Googie Coffee Shop Los Angeles, 1949 

POPULUXE / GOOGIE 
History 

Gem Motel 

Moses 

Lake, 

c.1965 

1986 

1985 



Wolf’s Supply Co.  

Vancouver, 1951 

PUD  Prosser, 1956 

Phillips 66 Station  Parkland, c. 1960 

Carpenters Bldg Renton, c.1961 

Joint Council of 

Teamster’s Seattle, 1951 

Commercial Examples 

Building  Renton, c.1960 

POPULUXE / GOOGIE 



Sambo’s Restaurant  Seattle, 1964 

Olsen Furniture Store  Shelton, 1955 

Broadway Medical Clinic  Vancouver, c. 1960 

Central Appliances 

Chehalis, c. 1958 

POPULUXE 
Commercial Examples 

Sunset Memorial Garden 

Spokane, 1957 



House  Port Angeles, c.1955 

House  Olympia, c.1958 

Shemwell House  Colfax, 1953 

House  Seattle, c.1958 

Residential Examples 

House  Fircrest, c.1959 

POPULUXE / GOOGIE 



House  Centralia, c.1959 

House  Lakewood, c.1960 House  Spokane, c.1958 

Residential Examples 

House  Aberdeen, c. 1962 

House  Mercer Island, c.1965 

POPULUXE / GOOGIE 



Vista Palms Apartments  

Tacoma, 1959 Finisterre Apartments  Tacoma, 1959 

Hallquist Apartments  Othello, 1959 

Multi-Family Examples 

House  Tacoma, c.1960 

POPULUXE / GOOGIE 



PAVILION 
1958-1980 

“Irimoya” style roof form 

with crown-like appearance 

Floor to ceiling 

windows 

Upper roof can utilize 

steep hip, gable or 

mansard form 
Area for central 

chimney or 

skylight, and can 

hide mechanical 

equipment 

Often siting on raised platform foundation 

Wide 

overhanging 

eaves with 

exposed raft 

tails or 

boxed soffits 

Lindal Cedar Homes Model Fife, c.1980  

Clad in brick,  

T-1-11, clapboard, 

stone or stucco 



Seattle Times November 10, 1974 

Sunset: Ideas for 

Planning Your 

New Home, 1967 

Sunset Magazine October 1965 

PAVILION 
History 

Sunset 

October  

1965 



PAVILION 
History 

Century 21 Idea House / 

Georgia Pacific Idea House 

8503 Inverness Dr., Seattle, 1961 



House Bellevue, 1966 

House  Olympia, c.1969 

Charles & Carol Hansen House  Spokane, 1973 

PAVILION 
Residential Examples 

House Bellevue, 1966 



House  Puyallup, c.1973 

House  Tacoma, c.1975 

House  Normandy Park, c.1975 

PAVILION 
Residential Examples 

Duplex  Seattle, c.1969 



PAVILION 
Other Examples 

Unity Church of Truth  Spokane, 1973 

Sterling Bank  Ellensburg, c1976 

Rainier Memorial Center  Yakima, c1970 Radio Shack  Lynwood, c1973 



PAVILION 
Other Examples 

Hoquiam High School Hoquiam, c1977 

Building Moses Lake, c1976 

Shoreline Community College  Shoreline, c1965 



NEO EXPRESSIONISM 
1955-Present 

Lack of symmetry 

Wide variety 

of roof type 

and forms 

Massive overall 

sculptural form 

Curved or angled 

walls 

Building materials take use of 

modern innovations in laminates, 

plastics, stuccos, and concrete 

Distortion of 

form for an 

emotional 

effect 

Whitman County Library Colfax, 1960  

Dramatic 

irregular shapes, 

tendency to avoid 

the rectangle and 

the right angle 

Use of many 

types and 

shapes of 

windows 



Notre Dame du Haut  Le Corbusier, Ronchamp, France, 1955 

Sydney Opera 

House  

Jorn Utzan, 

Sydney, 

Australia,  

1957-73 

TWA Terminal  Eero Saarinen, New York, NY, 1956-62 

Einstein Tower  Erich Mendelsohn, near 

Potsdam, Germany, 1919 

NEO EXPRESSIONISM 
History 



Calvary Lutheran Church 

Federal Way, 1963 

Richland Lutheran 

Church  Richland, 1967 

Temple de Hirsch 

Seattle, 1960 

NEO EXPRESSIONISM 
Ecclesiastical Examples 

St. Charles Borromeo Church  

Spokane, 1961 



St. Joseph Hospital  Tacoma, 1974 

Jackson Visitors 

Center  Mount Rainier, 

1967 

NEO EXPRESSIONISM 
Large Scale Examples 

Spokane International Airport   Spokane, 1965  
Dressler & Pearce Hall - EWU  

Cheney, 1966  



Restaurant  Yakima Co., c.1965 

Capitol Savings & 

Loan  Olympia, 1963 

NEO EXPRESSIONISM 
Small Scale Examples 

Grupe Lecture Hall – CWU 

Ellensburg, 1960 Highline Community College – Building 7 Highline, 1964  



Ekle Bell Jr. House  Kennewick, 1969  

Reed House  Hilltop, 1955  

Murray House  Spokane, 1966  

Ward House  Seattle, 1976  

NEO EXPRESSIONISM 
Residential Examples 



NEW FORMALISM 
1960-1975 

Repetition of arch motif is common 

Smooth 

exterior 

surfaces of 

brick, poured 

concrete, or 

cast stone 

Often defined at top by heavy, flat 

projecting slab 

Monumental 

presence by 

emphasizing 

symmetry 
Carefully 

organized 

hierarchy of 

space with 

emphasis placed 

on the structural 

grid of the 

building 

Often set on a raised platform 

Utilization 

of umbrella 

shells, 

waffle slabs 

and folded 

plates 

National Bank of Washington 

Yakima, 1969  

Patterned 

screen or 

grills may 

appear as 

decorative 

features 



NEW FORMALISM 
History 

Helen L. DeRoy Auditorium, Wayne State 

University Minoru Yamasaki, Detroit, MI, 1955-59 

Kennedy Center  Edward D. Stone, Washington DC, 1971  

Amon Carter Museum Philip Johnson, Fort 

Worth TX, 1961 

Fullerton City Hall 

Smith, Powell & 

Morgridge,  

Fullerton, CA, 1963 



Bank  Everett, c1965  

NEW FORMALISM 
Financial Examples 

Bank  Sea Tac, c1968  

Bank  Wenatchee, c1965  

National Bank of Commerce  Seattle, 1968  



Spokane Falls 

Community College 

Spokane, 1967  

Carver Gymnasium - WWU  Bellingham, 1961  

Big Bend Community 

College  Moses Lake, 1968 

Bouillon Hall – CWU Ellensburg, 1961 

NEW FORMALISM 
Educational Examples 



Cascade Natural Gas  Walla Walla, c1965  

NEW FORMALISM 
Small Scale Examples 

Library  Aberdeen, 1965  

St. Thomas Seminary  Kenmore, 1958  

Building Vancouver, c1966  



Valley General Hospital  Kent, 1967  

NEW FORMALISM 
Large  Examples 

City Hall  Vancouver, 1966  Bon Marche Tacoma, c1968  

Federal Building Wenatchee, c1965  



House Lake Forest Park, 1969  

NEW FORMALISM 
Residential Examples 

House Shoreline, c1966  



MEISIAN 
1950-1964 

Rectangular forms that 

stress regularity 

Interior spaces 

are universally 

adaptable 

Modular pattern exposed 

through structural frame 

Extensive use of 

glass walls 

Sheathed in a 

variety of 

materials 

including 

exposed 

concrete, brick, 

stone, T-1-11 

and clapboard 

Roof can be 

hidden by a 

shallow 

parapet 

and/or utilize 

a slab hung 

from external 

beams 

High School  Wilbur, 1959  

Symmetrical 

design 

Distinct lack of exterior 

ornamentation 



MEISIAN 
History 

Seagram Building 

Ludwig Mies van der 

Rohe, New York, 

1954-58 

Crown Hall ITT Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, 

Chicago, IL 1950-56 

Farnsworth House  Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, 

Plano, IL, 1946-50 

Johnson House  

Phillip Johnson, New Canaan, 

1949 



Garden Crypts Mausoleum  Spokane, 1958 

Bank, Walla Walla, c.1968 

MEISIAN 
Small Scale Examples 

Graham Pharmacy, Bellingham, 1957 

Holmes Architectural Office, Seattle, 1954 



Bank  Hoquiam, c.1960 

Steinhart, Theriault  & Anderson Architectural Office Seattle, 1959 Taskett Agency Office  Seattle, 1954 

Volkswagen Dealership  Aberdeen, 1965 

MEISIAN 
Small Scale Examples 



First Church of Christ  Spokane, 1967 

One Bedroom Prefab  Richland, 1943 Park Plaza Building  Longview, 1965 

Bank  Shelton, c1965 

MEISIAN 
Other Examples 



Weeks House   Seattle, 1961 

Cornelius House  Spokane 1951 

Pool House  Highlands, 1965 Schneller House  Richland, c.1964 

MEISIAN 
Residential Examples 



Russell Day House   Everett, c.1960 

Smith House  Hilltop, 1952 

Patashnik House  Kirkland, 1959 House  Shoreline, 1960 

MEISIAN 
Residential Examples 



CURTAIN WALL 
1950-1980 

Repetitive grid of vertical extruded 

aluminum mullions and horizontal 

rails 
Flat roof with parapet to hide 

mechanical equipment 

Panels of a wide 

variety of 

materials and 

colors including 

opaque glass, 

masonite, 

asbestos, 

plywood, tile and/ 

or  marblecrete 

Rectangular 

blocky form 

due to use 

of pre-

engineered 

exterior 

sheathing 

system 

Blue Cross Building  Seattle, 1959  



Boley Building  Kansas City, 1909  

Equitable 

Building  

Portland, 

1948 

CURTAIN WALL 
History 



Federal Offices  Olympia, 1957  

Bardahl Office Building Seattle, 1957  

IBM Building  Tacoma, 1963 

Sunset Life Insurance Co. Bellevue, 1959  

CURTAIN WALL 
Small Scale Examples 



Building Seattle, c1967  

City Hall Richland, 1959  

Union Pacific Insurance 

Co. Tacoma, 1963 

Building Seattle, c1965  

CURTAIN WALL 
Small Scale Examples 



Washington Water Power Co. 

Spokane, 1959  

Logan Building  Seattle, 1959  

Norton Building Seattle, 1959 

Capitol Center Building  Olympia, 1965  

CURTAIN WALL 
Large Scale Examples 



WRIGHTIAN 
1950-1990 

Oversized mansard roof 

hiding one floor Flat or shallow pitched roof with dentillated 

our outward projecting fascia boards 

Sheathing can 

range from 

horizontal 

wood siding 

to brick, stone 

and/or 

concrete 

block 

Broad deep 

overhanging 

eaves 
Plan 

developed 

using strong 

geometric 

shapes 

arranged in 

distinct 

zones 

Emphasis on 

horizontality 

De-emphasised 

entry 

Stricker House I  Seattle, 1968  

Corner, 

butt 

jointed 

windows 



WRIGHTIAN 
History 

Taliesen Fellowship 1941 

The Natural House 1954 

House Beautiful 

October 1959 



Riley House  Seattle, 1965 

Brandes House  Issaquah, 1952  

Tracey House  Normandy Park, 1955  

Redern House  Seattle, 1962 

WRIGHTIAN 
Residential Examples 



Drumlin Apartments  Tacoma, 1965 

House  University Place, c.1968  

Four Unit Townhouse  Seattle, 1978 

WRIGHTIAN 
Residential Examples 



LDS First Ward  Bellevue, 1962 

LDS Institute of Religion  Seattle, 1961  

Faith Lutheran Church Sequim, 1974 

WRIGHTIAN 
Ecclesiastical Examples 

LDS Church  

Tacoma, 1968 



National Bank of Commerce 

Aberdeen, 1969 

Theater  Federal 

Way, c.1970  

Building Kennewick, c.1975 

WRIGHTIAN 
Commercial Examples 

Bank of Vancouver  Vancouver, c.1969  



A-FRAME 
1960-1990 

Often has deep, inset eaves 

Few vertical wall 

surfaces 

Large expanses of glass 

on front and rear gables 

Structure is 

composed of 

wood frame 

which can be 

prefabricated 

Steeply sloping 

roof that extends 

to the ground on 

two sides 

Simple foundation 

Triangular 

shape 

Rectangular 

plan of 1 ½ 

to 2 stories 

tall 

Cabin  Hood Canal, c.1965  

Typical shingle 

covered roof 



A-FRAME 
Dr. Hellyer’s Cabin, Olympia - 1958 

Popular Mechanics  1968 



First United Methodist Church Auburn, 1964 

A-FRAME 
Configurations 

Cabin E  Rimrock Village, Naches 1955 

Reba House  Vancouver, c1974 

Standard, Arched, 

Gambrel, Double 

Standard, Flat Top, 

A-Frame w/Wings, 

Double Gambrel,  

 

Reba House  Vancouver, 1973 

Seattle Times, 

Feb 19, 1967 



Fisher-Price “Play Family A-Frame, 1974-1976 

Popular Mechanics, April 1966 

A-FRAME 
History 

Swedish Woodshed and Horse Stable, 19th Century 

Potlach Forest Industries Homes, 

1962 

Hunting Lodge,  Sweden, 1871 



House  Olympia, c1968 

House  Kennewick, c1964 

A-FRAME 
Residential Examples 

House Vancouver, c.1975 

House  Vancouver, c1978 

House  Olympia, 

c1965 



A-FRAME 
Cabin Examples 

Rec. Cabin Mount Rainier, c.1960 

Rec. Cabin Lucerne, c.1968 

Rec. Cabin Gifford Pinchot NF, c.1965 

Rec. Cabin Benton County, 

c.1970 

Lake Easton Resort  Easton, c.1965 



Office  Walla Walla, c1968 

Arlberg Ski Shop Wenatchee, c.1970 

Dick  Lewis Pontiac Cadillac 

Dealership Olympia, 1964 

A-FRAME 
Commercial Examples 

Tiki Lodge Spokane, c.1975 

Office Sequim, c1974 



Simpson United 

Methodist Church 

Pullman, 1957 

Lakewood Community Church Seattle c. 1965 

Grace Lutheran Church  Vancouver, 1956 

A-FRAME 
Ecclesiastical Examples 

First United Presbyterian 

Church Puyallup,  1960 St. Joseph Church  

Lynden,  c1965 



RANCH 
Low-pitched roof, 

typically side-gabled, 

cross gabled, or hipped 
Linear, asymmetrical, 

one-story facade 

Moderate to wide 

overhanging eaves 

Attached/built-in 

garage 

Banded and/or 

picture windows 

Small front entry porch 

Sheathed in 

clapboard,  

T-1-11, brick, 

board-n-

batten, or 

any 

combination 

thereof 

1950-1985 

House  Olympia, c.1960  

Emphasis on 

horizontal 

Often designed 

to connect with 

the outside at the 

rear of the 

building 



Plan Books  1960’s 

Seattle Times  

October 19, 

1947 

RANCH 
History 

Sunset Western 

Ranch Houses - 

1946 



Types: 

 Tract Ranch 

 Modern Ranch 

 Custom Ranch 

 Chalet Style 

 Colonial Contemporary 

 Spanish Hacienda 

 Western Ranch 

 

RANCH 
Configurations / Types 

City of Fresno, CA - Model 

Types: 

 Transitional Ranch 

 Simple Ranch 

 Semi-Custom Ranch 

 

City of Boulder, CO - Model Virginia - Model 

Types: 

 Ranch 

 



Ranch Styles: 

 Transitional 

 Early 

 Simple 

 California 

 Prairie 

 American Colonial 

 French Provincial 

 Spanish Colonial 

 Los Ranchos 

Progressive  Styles: 

 Contemporary 

 International 

 

RANCH 
Configurations / Types 

Scottsdale, AZ - Model 

Character Ranch Styles: 

 Cowboy 

 Swiss Chalet 

 Polynesian 

 English Tudor 

 Dutch Colonial 

Cottage Styles: 
 Cape Cod 

 Ranch 

Tri-Level Styles: 

 California 

 Character 

Post Ranch Styles: 

 Casita 

 Cottage 

 70s Modern 



Types: 

 Compact Ranch 

 Linear Ranch 

 Linear w/Clusters Ranch 

 Courtyard Ranch 

 Half Court Ranch 

 Bungalow Ranch 

 Rambling Ranch 

 Alphabet Ranch 

 

RANCH 
Configurations / Types 

Georgia - Model 

Style: 

 Contemporary 

 Wright-Influenced 

 Eichleresque 

 Colonial 

 Plain 

 Rustic/Western 

 Spanish Colonial 

 



RANCH 
Residential Examples 

Storybook Ranch/Rustic 

House  Olympia, c.1968  

House  Spokane, c.1963  
House  Lakewood, c.1969  

House  Tacoma, c.1960 



RANCH 
Residential Examples 

Cowboy/Western Ranch 

House  Lakewood, c.1968  

House  Everett, c.1963  House  Vancouver, c.1970  

House  Olympia, c.1967 



RANCH 
Residential Examples 

Asian Inspired Ranch 

House  Spokane, c.1968  

House  Spokane, c.1969  House  Bellevue, c.1970  

House  Connell, c.1967 



RANCH 
Residential Examples 

Hacienda Ranch 

House  Lacey, c.1972  

House  Lake Forest Park, c.1969  House  Kent, c.1970  

House  Kent, c.1967 



RANCH 
Residential Examples 

Early American / Colonial  Ranch 

House  Lakewood, c.1972  

House  Lakewood, c.1965  House  Lakewood, c.1970  

House  Kent, c.1967 



RANCH 
Residential Examples 

Modern Ranch 

House  Aberdeen, c.1965  

House  Aberdeen, c.1963  House  Edmonds, c.1970  

House  Seattle, c.1958 



RANCH 
Residential Examples 

Contemporary Ranch 

House  Edmonds, c.1960  

House  Lakewood, c.1966  House  Lacey, c.1967  

House  Richland, c.1963 



SPLIT LEVEL 
1935-1990 

Front door leads to living area 

Applied 

ornamentation 

varies greatly 

Various types of roof forms found 

including front and side-facing 

gables, hip or combination thereof 

Attached 

carport or 

integrated 

garage into 

main floor 

plan 

Three separate 

levels that are 

staggered by a 

partial flight of 

stairs 

Concrete Foundation 

Raised 

basement 

with 

windows 

near grade 

level 

Aluminum 

sliding glass 

windows are 

common 

House  Bellevue, c.1960  



SPLIT LEVEL 
Configurations / Types 

Raised Rear 

The Classic 

Flying Wing 

Side-by-Side 



Seattle Times  

November 29, 

1953 

1964 

SPLIT LEVEL 

Spokesman Review July 13, 1975 

History 

1960 

Tacoma News Tribune 

January 16, 1955 

House  Seattle ,1941 American 

Builder 

October 1953 



House  Kennewick, c.1970  

House  Cheney, c.1965  House  Tacoma, c.1968  

SPLIT LEVEL 
Residential Examples 

House  Bellevue, c.1962  



House  Lynwood, c.1970  

House  Spokane, c.1964  House  Spokane, c.1968  

SPLIT LEVEL 
Residential Examples 

House  Vancouver, c.1962  



House  Lynwood, c.1975 

House  Richland, c.1965  House  Lynwood, c.1964  

SPLIT LEVEL 
Residential Examples 

House  Eatonville, c.1962  



SPLIT ENTRY 
1950-1990 

Front door leads to two-story landing halfway 

between two floors, most often centrally located 

Applied 

ornamentation 

varies with high 

use of Colonial 

elements 

Various types of roof forms found 

including front and side-facing 

gables or combination thereof 

Upper level 

contains 

working 

and 

sleeping 

spaces, 

lower level 

has garage 

and living 

area 

Often, upper level 

has projecting 

facade 

Concrete Foundation 

Raised 

basement 

with 

windows 

near grade 

level 

Aluminum 

sliding glass 

windows are 

common 

House  Lynwood, c.1970  



Plan 

Book  

1962 

Seattle Times  October 22, 1950 

SPLIT ENTRY 
History 

Seattle Times  June 13, 1958 

Seattle Times March 31, 1957 

Spokesman Review  June 30, 1968 

Plan 

Book  

1968 



House  Bellevue, c.1968  

House  Olympia, c.1970  
“Riviera” Model Home  Bellevue, c.1958  

SPLIT ENTRY 
Residential Examples 

House  Lynwood, c.1972  



House  Kennewick, c.1965  

House  Richland, c.1975  
House  Seattle, c.1968  

House  Spokane, c.1975  

SPLIT ENTRY 
Residential Examples 



House  Spokane, c.1965  

House  Ellensburg, c.1969  
House  SeaTac, c.1968  

House  Bellevue, c.1968 

SPLIT ENTRY 
Residential Examples 



MANSARD 
1960-1980 

Oversized mansard roof 

hiding one floor Roof often on more than one level 

Deep set 

windows in 

mansard 

Elongated 

windows and 

doors break 

through eave 

line 

Brick, T-

1-11 and 

shingle 

siding 

found 

Rectangular 

form 

Recessed 

Entry 

House  Kent, c.1970  

Some 

examples 

have flared 

eave lines 

reflecting a 

French 

Provincial 

mode 



MANSARD 
History 

Seattle Times 

August 11, 1968 
Seattle Times 

December 20, 1964 

Record 

Houses 

1968 

Olympia 

Home 

Builder’s 

Association 

1969 Model 

Home 

Seattle 

Times 

July 16, 

1967 



House  Olympia, c.1970  

House  Anacortes, c.1978  

House  Tacoma, c.1980  

House  Puyallup, c.1975 

MANSARD 
Residential Examples 



House  Vancouver, c.1978  

House  Bellevue, 1966  

House  Olympia, c.1975  

Dr. Sonneland House  Spokane, c.1972 

MANSARD 
Residential Examples 



Apartments  Vancouver, c.1978  

Apartment  Seattle, c.1970  

Apartment  Kennewick, c.1978  

Apartment  Bellevue, c.1972 

MANSARD 
Multi-Family Examples 



Building  Walla Walla, c.1978  

Houses  Lewis Co, c.1970  

Law Office  Tumwater, c.1978  

Building  Othello, c.1972 

MANSARD 
Commercial Examples 

Timberline Building  Vancouver, c.1978  



SHED 
Multiple Single-Slope 

Roofs in different and 

same directions 
Box-Like Asymmetrical Form 

Vertical, diagonal, shingle 

and T-1-11 Siding 
Typically 1 to 1 ½ 

stories tall 

Recessed or 

downplayed entry 

Simple, no-overhang 

eave and rake trim 

Varied 

window 

sizes and 

shapes 

1960-1985 



Sea Ranch 

Condominiums  

CA, 1965  

House & Garden 

Plans:  

124 Best-Selling 

House Designs - 

1978  

SHED 
History 

House & Garden Plans - 1978  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=YifgZw4HCTKEdM&tbnid=fR2KN-ddea9o2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.searanchgetaway.com%2Fbluff%2Fhideaway.asp&ei=JAVPU57aOcHCywGdhYG4CA&bvm=bv.64764171,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNGX2igMO85Krsbb5vZA85GpolLY3w&ust=1397773909632248


House  Mercer Island, c.1978  

House Olympia, c.1975  House  Pullman, c.1976  

SHED 
Residential Examples 

House  Gig Harbor, c.1978  



House  Tacoma, c.1978  

House  Seattle, c.1975  House  Spokane, c.1976  

SHED 
Residential Examples 

House  Kennewick, c.1978  



Building  Lacey, c.1981  

Walt Widmeyer Architetctural Office  Fircrest, 1983  

J Street Medical Office  Tacoma, 1976  

Building  Spokane, c.1981  

SHED 
Commercial Examples 



Lake Hills Community Church  

Bellevue, 1961  

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church Tacoma, 1963  

SHED 
Ecclesiastical Examples 



GEODESIC DOME 
1960-Present 

Space frame roof comprised of 

triangular-shaped panels 

Asphalt or cedar 

shingles, metal, 

plastic, and 

fiberglass cover 

plywood panels 

Copulas often found at peak of roof 

Structure is 

composed 

of wood or 

metal frame 

Skylights and 

dormer windows 

typical 

Concrete Foundation 

Gambrel 

and flat roof 

wings often 

added as 

entry  

Sliding 

glass entry 

doors are 

common House  Thurston County, c.1975  



US Pavilion at Expo '67  Buckminster 

Fuller, Montreal, Canada, 1967 

Epcot Center  Buckminster Fuller, 

Orlando, Florida, 1967 

Ford Rotunda 

Dome  

Buckminster 

Fuller, Detroit , 

Michigan, 1953 

Tacoma Dome  

Tacoma, 1981-83 

GEODESIC DOME 
History 

Dome  Book 2, 

1971 

CatherDome  Book 2, 1971 



House Port Townsend, c.1967 

House Clarkston, c.1970 

House Moses Lake, c.1982 

House Eatonville, c.1980 

GEODESIC DOME 
Residential Examples 

House Lacey, c.1982 



8656 ne 170th St, Bothell, 1974 

GEODESIC DOME 
1st of its kind approved by King County Building Department 

Steve & Janet  Bondelid House 



Cathedralite Office  Tacoma, 1978 

Deitrich Activity Center  Walla Walla, 1977 

Tacoma Dome  

Tacoma, 1981-83 

GEODESIC DOME 
Commercial Examples 

Building  Milton, c.1975 



BRUTALISM 
1955-1980 

Vertical slots contrasting with 

broad oblong openings 

Bulky / 

Monumental 

massing 

Overall heaviness to the building 

Waffle slabs 

for floor 

and roof 

systems 
Deeply 

recessed 

window and 

door 

openings  

Rough exposed concrete walls 

“Russian 

Wedge” 

shapes 

common 

Psychology Building - CWU  

Ellensburg, 1972  

Combination 

of voids and 

solids giving 

walls an  

“egg-crate 

appearance 



BRUTALISM 
History 

Unite d‘ Habitation Le Corbusier, 

Marseilles, France, 1946-52 

Boston City Hall  Kallmann, McKinnell and 

Knowles, Boston, 1963-68 

U.S. Mint  Philadelphia, c.1968 

Art & Architecture School – 

Yale  Paul Rudolph New Haven, 

1963 

Tricorn Wholesale Market    

Owen Luder  Portsmouth, England, 1965 
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Christ Episcopal Church, Tacoma, 1970 

State Parking Garage, 

Olympia, 1958 

BRUTALISM 
Large Scale Examples 

Student Activity Center – Evergreen State, 

Olympia, 1972 

Physical Sciences Building – 

WSU, Pullman, 1973 



Prosser Public Library, Prosser 1972 

IBM Building Business Space Design, 

Olympia, 1975 First National Bank Enumclaw, c.1971 

Bank of California Annex 

Tacoma, 1964 

BRUTALISM 
Small Scale Examples 

Farm Credit Bank Spokane, 1970 

Dist. 81 Administration Offices 

Spokane, c.1978 



MORE STYLES??? 
Contemporary, NW Regional, 

Raised Ranch, Post & Beam, 

Early American, Rambler, 

Articulated Frame…….. 
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